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intensity, high quality retail business park districts) in the city in order to promote the public safety, health 

and general welfare of the community. These regulations are specifically designed to: 

 1. Provide for uniform regulation and orderly development of signs consistent with 

established policies and ordinances of the city; 

 2. Prohibit hazardous and dangerous signs; 

 3. Provide a desirable and uniform system of signage to enhance the overall function and 

appearance of the commercial park. 

 B. Scope. The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 1. Flags of any nation, state, county, city or other governmental unit and any not-for-profit 

organization; 

 2. Real estate signs not exceeding six square feet in area which advertise the sale, rental or 

lease of the premises upon which the signs are located; which signs may not be located off the premises; 

and which signs shall be removed within five days following the sale or lease of the property being 

advertised for sale or lease; 

 3. Memorial signs or tablets, incorporating names of buildings, and dates of erection when 

cut into any masonry surface, or when constructed of bronze or other noncombustible materials; 

 4. Signs erected inside a building not visible through windows. 

 C. Permitted Signs. Within this commercial park district, only the following signs shall be 

permitted: 

 1. Monument Signs. A monument sign is a type of sign in which the entire bottom of the 

sign is generally in contact with or in close proximity to the ground. It is not attached to a building but is 

erected upon or supported by the ground, a ground planter box, or similar low support structure. The total 

height of a monument sign measured from the ground to the top of the sign shall not exceed six feet. 

Masonry materials or other approved materials consistent with materials used on the building's exterior 

front facade are to be used for monument signs. One monument sign per lot shall be allowed in this 

commercial park district. The total outline area of the sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet. 

 2. Directional Signs. Signs indicating directions for vehicular or pedestrian traffic or 

movement on a site shall be allowed upon approval of the building inspector. One sign per entry/exit not 

exceeding nine square feet in size shall be permitted. Additional directional signs within parking lots and 

along driveways shall be allowed upon approval of the building inspector. Building inspector approval 

will depend on compliance with the other terms and provisions of this section regulating signs in a CP-1 

zoning district. 

 3. Identification Signs. One nonilluminated sign attached to the building it identifies,  not 

exceeding two square feet in size, displaying the name, occupation and/or service located on the premises 

and the address shall be permitted. 

 4. Directory Signs. For buildings or groups of buildings with multiple occupancies, a 

directory sign may be substituted in lieu of the otherwise allowable monument sign, subject to review and 

approval by the street graphics advisory committee. However, such directory sign shall be subject to the 

same square footage and material requirements as a monument sign. 

 D. Prohibited Signs. The following signs and advertising devices are prohibited: 

 1. Animated signs; 

 2. Any sign attached to any public utility pole, tree, fire hydrant, curb, sidewalk or other 

surface located on public property; 

 3. Any sign erected in any location where by reason of its location will obstruct the view of 

any authorized traffic sign, signal or other traffic control device; nor may any sign, by reason of its shape, 

position or color interfere with, or be confused with any authorized traffic signal sign or device; further, 

no sign shall be erected in a location where it will obstruct vision of the public right-of-way to a vehicle 

operator during ingress to, egress from, or while traveling on the public right-of-way; 

 4. Any on-premises sign advertising an article or product not manufactured, assembled, 

processed, repaired or sold, or a service not rendered upon the premises upon which the sign is located; 

 5. Any sign or advertising device such as banners and pennants affixed to poles, wires, 
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ropes or streamers, wind-operated devices, fluttering signs,pinwheels, streamers, banners, street banners, 

and "A" frames or other portable signs of like nature, and other similar contraptions or devices; 

 6. Signs placed or affixed to vehicles and/or trailers which are parked on a public 

right-of-way where the apparent purpose is to advertise a product or direct people to a business or activity 

located on the same or other property; however, this is not in any way intended to prohibit signs placed on 

or affixed to vehicles and trailers, such as permanent lettering on motor vehicles, where the sign is 

incidental to the primary use of the vehicle or trailer; 

 7. Flashing signs including electronic message centers; however, not including digital time 

and temperature signs involving only that information and no further or additional information of an 

advertising nature; 

 8. Portable signs, signs not permanently affixed to the ground; 

 9. Signs which contain characters, cartoons, statements, words or pictures of an obscene, 

indecent, prurient or immoral character; 

 10. Signs which would be located closer than ten feet from any property line. 

 E. Sign Lighting. All signs permitted in this commercial park district shall be illuminated 

only by way of ground-mounted flood-lighting or by means of low intensity backlighting. No neon or 

similar illuminated signs shall be permitted. Attached illuminated lighting for restaurant, hotel, and motel 

uses in this commercial park district shall be reviewed and approved on an individual basis by the city 

council. 

 F. Variances. Variances from the strict application of this section may be granted by the city 

council in accordance with and as is contained in Section 15.44.380. 

 G. Supremacy Clause. In the event there is a conflict between the sign regulations for 

commercial park CP-1 zoning districts contained in this section and any other section of the city's street 

graphics control ordinance, or any other ordinance or resolution of the city, the regulations contained in 

this section shall control. (Ord. 1191 § 2, 1993: Ord. 892 § 4-5, 1991) 

15.44.200 

 

 

Section 15.44.210 Commercial park CP-2--Medium intensity and medium quality retail and 

wholesale business district. 

 A. Signs. It is the purpose of this section to regulate and control the location, erection, 

number and maintenance of signs and matters relating thereto within commercial park CP-2 (medium 

intensity and medium quality retail and wholesale business zoning districts) in the city ("CP-2 districts" or 

"this district") in order to promote the public safety, health and general welfare of the community. These 

regulations are specifically designed to: 

 1. Provide for uniform regulation and orderly development of signs consistent with 

established policies and ordinances of the city; 

 2. Prohibit hazardous and dangerous signs; 

 3. Provide a desirable and uniform system of signage to enhance the overall function and 

appearance of the commercial park. 

 B. Scope. The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 1. Flags of any nation, state, county, city or other governmental unit and any not-for-profit 

organization; 

 2. Real estate signs not exceeding six square feet in area which advertise the sale, rental or 

lease of the premises upon which the signs are located; which signs may not be located off the premises; 

and which signs must be removed within five days following the sale or lease of the property being 

advertised for sale or lease; 

 3. Memorial signs or tablets, incorporating names of buildings, and dates of erection when 

cut into any masonry surface, or when constructed of bronze or other noncombustible materials; 

 4. Signs erected inside a building not visible through windows. 
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 C. Permitted Signs. Within this commercial park district, only the following signs shall be 

permitted: 

 1. Monument Signs. A monument sign is a type of sign in which the entire bottom of the 

sign is generally in contact with or in close proximity to the ground. It is not attached to a building but is 

erected upon or supported by the ground, a ground planter box, or similar low support structure. The total 

height of a monument sign measured from the ground to the top of the sign shall not exceed six feet. 

Masonry materials or other approved materials consistent with materials used on the building's exterior 

front facade are to be used for monument signs. One monument sign per lot shall be allowed in this 

commercial park district. The total outline area of the sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet. 

 2. Directional Signs. Signs indicating directions for vehicular or pedestrian traffic or 

movement on a site shall be allowed upon approval of the building inspector. One sign per entry/exit not 

exceeding nine square feet in size shall be permitted. Additional directional signs within parking lots and 

along driveways shall be allowed upon approval of the building inspector, which approval shall not be 

withheld as long as the sign does not violate the other requirements of this section. 

 3. Identification Signs. One nonilluminated sign attached to the building it identifies not 

exceedingtwo square feet in size, displaying the name, occupation, and/or service located on the premises 

and the address shall be permitted. 

 4. Directory Signs. For buildings or groups of buildings with multiple occupancies, a 

directory sign may be substituted in lieu of the otherwise allowable monument sign, subject to review and 

approval by the street graphics advisory committee. However, such directory sign shall be subject to the 

same square footage and material requirements as a monument sign. 

 D. Prohibited Signs. The following signs and advertising devices are prohibited: 

 1. Animated signs; 

 2. Any sign attached to any public utility pole, tree, fire hydrant, curb, sidewalk or other 

surface located on public property; 

 3. Any sign erected in any location where by reason of its location will obstruct the view of 

any authorized traffic sign, signal or other traffic control device; nor may any sign, by reason of its shape, 

position or color interfere with, or be confused with any authorized traffic signal sign or device; further, 

no sign shall be erected in a location where it will obstruct vision of the public right-of-way to a vehicle 

operator during ingress to, egress from, or while traveling on the public right-of-way; 

 4. Any on-premises sign advertising an article or product not manufactured, assembled, 

processed, repaired or sold, or a service not rendered upon the premises upon which the sign is located; 

 5. Any sign or advertising device such as banners and pennants affixed to poles, wires, 

ropes or streamers, wind-operated devices, fluttering signs, pinwheels, streamers, banners, street banners, 

and "A" frames or other portable signs of like nature, and other similar contraptions or devices; 

 6. Signs placed or affixed to vehicles and/or trailers which are parked on a public 

right-of-way where the apparent purpose is to advertise a product or direct people to a business or activity 

located on the same or other property; however, this is not in any way intended to prohibit signs placed on 

or affixed to vehicles and trailers, such as permanent lettering on motor vehicles, where the sign is 

incidental to the primary use of the vehicle or trailer; 

 7. Flashing signs including electronic message centers; however, not including digital time 

and temperature signs involving only that information and no further or additional information of an 

advertising nature; 

 8. Portable signs, signs not permanently affixed to the ground; 

 9. Signs which contain characters, cartoons, statements, words or pictures of an obscene, 

indecent, prurient or immoral character; 

 10. Signs which would be located closer than ten feet from any property line. 

 E. Sign Lighting. All signs permitted in this commercial park district shall be illuminated 

only by way of ground-mounted flood-lighting or by means of low intensity backlighting. No neon or 

similar illuminated signs shall be permitted. Attached illuminated lighting for restaurant, hotel and motel 

uses in this commercial business park district shall be reviewed and approved on an individual basis by 
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the city council. 

 F. Variances. Variances from the strict application of this section may be granted by the city 

council in accordance with and as is contained in Section 15.44.380. 

 G. Supremacy Clause. In the event there is a conflict between the sign regulations for 

commercial park CP-2 zoning districts and the regulations contained in this section and any other section 

of the city's street graphics control ordinance, or any other ordinance or resolution of the city, the 

regulations contained in this section shall control. (Ord. 1191 § 3, 1993: Ord. 892 § 4-6, 1991) 

15.44.210 

 

 

Section 15.44.220 Business park districts--BP-1 through BP-5. 

 A. Signs. It is the purpose of this section to regulate and control the location, erection, 

number and maintenance of signs and matters relating thereto within the business park zoning districts in 

order to promote the public safety, health and general welfare of the community. These regulations are 

specifically designed to: 

 1. Provide for uniform regulation and orderly development of signs consistent with 

established policies and ordinances of the city; 

 2. Prohibit hazardous and dangerous signs; 

 3. Provide a desirable and uniform system of signage to enhance the overall function and 

appearance of the business park. 

 B. Scope. The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 1. Flags of any nation, state, county, city or other governmental unit and any not-for-profit 

organization; 

 2. Real estate signs not exceeding six square feet in area, which advertise the sale, rental or 

lease of the premises upon which the signs are located; which signs shall be removed within five days 

following the sale or lease of the property being advertised for sale or lease; 

 3. Memorial signs or tablets, incorporating names of buildings and date of erection when cut 

into any masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or other noncombustible materials; 

 4. Signs erected inside a building not visible through windows. 

 C. Permitted Signs. Within the business park zoning districts, only the following signs shall 

be permitted: 

 1. Monument Signs. A monument sign is a type of sign in which the entire bottom of the 

sign is generally in contact with or in close proximity to the ground; it is not attached to a building but is 

erected upon or supported by the ground, a ground planter box, or similar low support structure; the total 

height of a monument sign measured from the ground to the top of the sign shall not exceed six feet; 

masonry materials or other approved materials consistent with materials used in the building's exterior 

front facade are to be used for monument signs; one monument sign per lot shall be allowed in all 

business park zoning districts; the total outline area of the sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet. 

 2. Directional Signs. Signs indicating directions for vehicular or pedestrian traffic or 

movement on a site shall be allowed upon approval of the building inspector; one sign per entry/exit not 

exceeding nine square feet in size shall be permitted. Additional directional signs within parking lots and 

along driveways shall be allowed upon approval of the building inspector, which approval shall not be 

withheld as long as the sign does not violate the other requirements of this section. 

 3. Identification Signs. One nonilluminated sign attached to the building it identifies not 

exceeding two square feet in size, displaying the name, occupation and/or service located on the premises 

and the address shall be permitted. 

 4. Directory Signs. For buildings or groups of buildings with multiple occupancies, a 

directory sign may be substituted in lieu of the allowable monument sign subject to review and approval 

by the street graphics advisory committee; however, such directory sign shall be subject to the same 

square footage and material requirements as a monument sign. 
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 D. Prohibited Signs. The following signs and advertising devices are prohibited: 

 1. Animated signs; 

 2. Any sign attached to any public utility pole, tree, fire hydrant, curb, sidewalk or other 

surface located on public property; 

 3. Any sign erected in any location where, by reason of its location, it will obstruct the view 

of any authorized traffic sign, signal or other traffic control device; nor may any sign, by reason of its 

shape, position or color interfere with or be confused with any authorized traffic signal sign or device; 

further, no sign shall be erected in a location where it will obstruct vision of the public right-of-way to a 

vehicle operator during ingress to, egress from, or while traveling on the public right-of-way; 

 4. Any on-premises sign advertising an article or product not manufactured, assembled, 

processed, repaired or sold or a service not rendered upon the premises upon which the sign is located; 

 5. Any sign or advertising device such as banners and pennants affixed to poles, wires, 

ropes or streamers, wind-operated devices, fluttering signs,pinwheels, streamers, banners, street banners, 

and "A" frames or other portable signs of like nature, and other similar contraptions or devices; 

 6. Signs placed or affixed to vehicles and/or trailers which are parked on a public 

right-of-way where the apparent purpose is to advertise a product or direct people to a business or activity 

located on the same or other property; however, this is not in any way intended to prohibit signs placed on 

or affixed to vehicles and trailers, such as permanent lettering on motor vehicles, where the sign is 

incidental to the primary use of the vehicle or trailer; 

 7. Flashing signs including electronic message centers; however, not including digital time 

and temperature signs involving only that information and no further or additional information of any 

advertising nature; 

 8. Portable signs, signs not permanently affixed to the ground; 

 9. Signs which contain characters, cartoons, statements, words or pictures of an obscene, 

indecent, prurient or immoral character; 

 10. Signs which would be located closer than ten feet from any property line. 

 E. Sign Lighting. All signs permitted in the business park zoning district shall be illuminated 

only by way of ground-mounted flood-lighting or by means of low intensity back-lighting. No neon or 

similarly illuminated signs shall be permitted. Attached, illuminated lighting for restaurant, hotel and 

motel uses in the BP-5 zoning district shall be reviewed and approved on an individual basis by the city 

council. 

 F. Variances. Variances from the strict application of this section may be granted by the city 

council in accordance with and as is contained in Section 15.44.380. 

 G. Supremacy Clause. In the event there is a conflict between the sign regulations for 

business park zoning districts and regulations contained in this section and any other section of the city's 

street graphics control ordinance, or any other ordinance or resolution of the city, the regulations 

contained in this section shall control. (Ord. 1191 § 4, 1993: Ord. 892 § 4-7, 1991) 

15.44.220 

 

 

Section 15.44.225 Office Park 1 (OP-1) Districts. 

 In an Office Park 1 Zoning District, the signage shall comply with the following regulations: 

 

 A. Building Signs.  The building numbers and/or building name identification displayed on 

a building in this zoning district must be flush mounted on the front of the building.  Building 

identification signs may not exceed six (6) square feet in area.  No more than one (1) building 

identification sign shall be allowed per building in this zoning district. 

 

 B. Tenant Signs.  Address numbers for tenants in a building occupied by a building tenant 

and/or tenant identification signs must be flush mounted on the building to which they pertain and located 
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adjacent to the tenant's main entrance to the building.  Tenant address numbers and/or identification signs 

shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area.  No more than one (1) sign per tenant per building shall be 

allowed. 

 

 C. Tenant Directory Signs.  A building tenant may display no more than one (1) directory 

sign which may list the tenant's name, occupation, or type of building, address, phone number, and hours 

of operation.  Such signs must be located at the main entry door of the premises occupied and operated 

by the tenant.  Such signs shall not exceed four (4) square feet in area.  No more than one (1) tenant 

directory sign per tenant per building shall be allowed. 

 

 D. Complex Identification Signs.  One (1) "Complex Identification Sign" may be located on 

the common ground of a multi-building complex in this zoning district.  The sign must be a "monument 

sign" as defined in Section 15.44.070 of this Code.  The "Complex Identification Sign" shall not exceed 

twenty-five (25) square feet in total area and shall not exceed six (6) feet in any dimension.  "Complex 

Identification Signs" shall not be located closer than five (5) feet to any public right-of-way.  No more 

than one (1) "Complex Identification Sign" shall be permitted for one (1) complex of buildings in a 

unified building development in this Zoning District.  "Complex Identification Signs" shall be located at 

the main entrance of the complex they identify where practicable.  "Complex Identification Signs" shall 

only display the name of the complex identified by the sign. 

 

 E. Signs not permitted in an Office Park 1 Zoning District.  The following signs are 

prohibited in an Office Park 1 Zoning District: 

 

  1. Free standing signs, except for monument type "Complex Identification Signs". 

  2. Any sign exceeding six (6) feet in any dimension. 

  3. Illuminated signs other than signs that are front lighted by spot light or flood light 

type lighting or     signs which are self-illuminating - (provided and only if 

the self-illuminated sign has a field which is    opaque and lettering and/or logo which 

is translucent). 
(15.44.225 (Ord. 2055), Added, 05/20/2002) 

 

 

Section 15.44.230 Off-premises church directional signage. 

 A. Need For Signage. 

 1. To offer directions to those who wish to attend a specific church for services, weddings, 

funerals or other church-related functions; 

 2. The intent is not to advertise the church, but for the benefit of someone of that faith who 

is passing through and upon seeing the sign may want to attend that church service or visit the church. 

 B. Location of Church. For a church to be eligible for this type of signage, the church must 

be located within a two-block distance from the main thoroughfares of Main Street or Admiral Parkway. 

 C. Physical Characteristics of Sign. 

 1. Size: seven-inch by twelve (12) inch rectangle for text with four-inch high triangle for 

gable roof with seven-inch steeple, with rounded corners with one-half-inch radius. (See drawing attached 

to the ordinance codified in this section.) 

 2. Two-sided sign. 

 3. Letters to be a maximum of two inches tall of white reflective material. 

 4. The field shall be matte black with a three-eighth-inch reflective white border. 

 D. Location of Sign. 

 1. One sign location only. 

 2. Sign shall be located at the nearest main thoroughfare from the church. 

 3. Sign shall be located on the existing light standards closest to the intersection leading to 
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the church. 

 4. The preferred and standard mounting height to bottom of sign shall be eight feet. In the 

event of a conflict with another sign, a minimum deviation of up to a maximum of twelve (12) feet will be 

permitted. 

 5. No sign shall be located in front of nor directly across the street from another church. 

 E. Responsibilities of Church and City. 

 1. The church: 

 a. Shall pay all costs for the production of the sign and mounting brackets and the labor to 

install; and 

 b. Shall submit application and drawing indicating desired text. 

 2. The city: 

 a. Shall produce all signs to insure uniformity, size, bracket material, and competent 

installation; 

 b. Shall be responsible for the exact location of the sign; and 

 c. Shall bill the church for all costs involvedwith the sign. (Ord. 1498 § 1, 1996: Ord. 892 § 

4-8, 1991) 

15.44.230 

 

 

Section 15.44.240 Signs on historic landmarks and/or in historic districts. 

 A. Purpose of Regulation. 

 1. The following standards will be applied by the Columbia historic preservation 

commission in determining the appropriateness of proposed signs on historic landmarks and/or in historic 

districts of the city in their determination whether a certificate of appropriateness will be issued pursuant 

to Chapter 15.64. 

 2. These standards are derived from the secretary of interior standards for rehabilitation, 

adopted and supplemented by local standards, to fit specific situations encountered in the city. They are 

provided herein to insure that everyone, commission members and property owners alike, have an equal 

understanding of the standards that are applied by the Columbia historic preservation commission. 

 B. Standards Applied to Proposed Signs on Historic Landmarks and/or in Historic Districts. 

 1. Signs should relate in placement and size to other building elements. 

 2. Signs should not obscure other building elements such as windows, cornices or 

decorative details. 

 3. Sign material, style and color should compliment the building facade. 

 4. Use of internally illuminated signs is discouraged, unless it can be shown that such 

illumination is traditionally associated with a particular type of sign (e.g., theater marquees). 

 5. New signs should fit within architectural space designed for them (such as on signboards 

above store fronts), when such space exists. 

 6. Wall-mounted signs should be mounted so they do not damage the surface to which they 

are mounted. 

 7. Large signs on upper facades, rooftop signs, additional billboards and other outdoor 

advertising signs painted or mounted on structures are prohibited. (Ord. 1528 § 1, 1996: Ord. 892 § 4-9, 

1991) 

 

 

Section 15.44.249A Article 5. Administration and Enforcement 

 

 

Section 15.44.250 Enforcement officer--Duties. 

 The Zoning Administrator/Code Enforcement Officer shall administer and enforce the provisions 
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of this chapter. This broad responsibility includes, but is not limited to, the following specific duties: 

 

 A. To supervise the registration of all existing street graphics; 

 

 B. To review and pass upon applications for street graphic permits; 

 

 C. To inspect existing and newly constructed street graphics to determine compliance with 

this chapter, and    where there are violations, to initiate appropriate corrective 

action; 

 

 D. To review and forward to the street graphics advisory committee all applications for 

variances, appeals and   amendments; 

 

 E. To maintain up-to-date records of the applications and of any official actions taken 

pursuant thereto; 

 

 F. To periodically review the provisions of this chapter to determine whether revisions are 

needed, and to    make recommendations on these matters to the city council at least once 

each year; 

 

 G. To provide information to the general public on matters related to this chapter; and 

  

 H. To remove illegal signs from public or private property as is made and provided for in 

Section 15.44.291 of   this sign code. 

 

 I. To perform such other duties as the City Council may from time to time prescribe. 

15.44.250 
(15.44.250 (Ord. 2144), Amended, 02/17/2003, Added H and I subparagraphs.) 

 

 

Section 15.44.260 Registration of existing street graphics. 

 The owner of every existing sign, billboard or other street graphic for which a sign permit has not 

been heretofore issued under the former street graphics control ordinance of the city, adopted February 

13, 1984, except those listed on Section 15.44.170 of this chapter, shall register the street graphic with the 

administrator on a prescribed form not later than ninety (90) days after the effective date of the ordinance 

codified in this chapter. At the time of registration, the administrator shall inform the owner regarding the 

provisions of Section 15.44.280. (Ord. 892 § 5-2, 1991) 

15.44.260 

 

 

Section 15.44.270 Street graphic permits. 

 After the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, no sign, billboard or other street 

graphic (other than those for which a sign permit has been heretofore issued under the former street 

graphics control ordinance of the city adopted February 13, 1984 and except those listed in Section 

15.44.170), shall be erected, expanded, altered, relocated or reconstructed without a street graphic permit 

issued by the administrator. 

 A. Application. Every applicant for a street graphic permit shall submit to the administrator, 

in narrative and graphic form, all of the items of information listed below. 

 Items of information: 

 1. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant; 
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 2. Name and address of the owner of the premises on which the street graphic is to be 

erected, if different from subdivision (1) of this subsection; 

 3. Location of the building, structure or lot where the proposed street graphic is to be 

erected, and the zoning district classification of the premises; 

 4. Description of the proposed street graphic indicating proposed location, dimensions, area, 

overall height, illumination, and method of support or attachment; 

 5. The nature and location of traffic control devices located within one hundred fifty (150) 

feet of the proposed street graphics; 

 6. Amount of street frontage that the establishment which proposes to display the street 

graphic has, and the total area of all existing signs on the premises; and 

 7. Such other information as the administrator shall reasonably require to determine full 

compliance with this chapter. 

 The applicant shall pay to the city clerk the fee prescribed in Section 15.44.320 when the 

application for the street graphic permit is filed with the administrator. 

 B. Insurance Requirements. The administrator shall not issue a permit for any street graphic 

which is so located that it might fall upon a public right-of-way until the applicant has obtained a liability 

insurance policy covering all damages or injuries which might be caused by such an event. The applicant 

shall be responsible for keeping the policy in force, and shall keep on file with the city clerk proof of such 

insurance (including a copy of the insurance policy or policies providing coverage for the same, to 

include the currently effective cover sheet or declaration of coverage sheet pertaining thereto) naming the 

city as a co-insured. The policy or policies of insurance shall provide that same may not be cancelled 

without thirty (30) days prior written notice to the city. (Ord. 892 § 5-2, 1991) 

15.44.270 

 

 

Section 15.44.280 Nonconforming street graphics. 

 A "nonconforming street graphic" means any sign, billboard or other street graphic located in the 

city that does not conform to one or more provisions of this chapter, as from time to time amended; 

except such sign, billboard or street graphic for which a sign permit was heretofore issued under the 

former street graphics control ordinance of the city adopted February 13, 1984. 

 A. Restrictions. A nonconforming street graphic that does not pose an imminent peril to life 

or property may remain and be maintained by ordinary repairs until the amortization period has elapsed, 

but shall not be: 

 1. Altered or enlarged in such a way as to increase its nonconformity; 

 2. Replaced by another nonconforming street graphic (provided that changing the message 

on a changeable copy sign shall not be deemed a violation of this provision); 

 3. Relocated unless it is made to conform with this chapter; or 

 4. Reconstructed after incurring damage in an amount exceeding fifty (50) percent of its 

market value at the time of loss as determined by the administrator. 

 Further, whenever any existing street graphic located in an agricultural district or a residential 

district in the city is found to be nonconforming because it pertains to a commercial or an industrial use in 

violation of Section 15.44.180, same may be replaced, relocated and/or reconstructed pursuant to 

subsections (A)(2), (3) and (4) of this section if in compliance with the requirements of Section 

15.44.190; notwithstanding it is located in an agricultural or residential district in the city. 

 B. Amortization. 

 1. Any street graphic that is nonconforming on the effective date of the ordinance codified 

in this chapter because it violates one or more sections of this chapter, shall either be removed or made to 

comply with this chapter within the time limit indicated in the following categories (which are based upon 

the cost or rental value of the street graphic). In the case of a street graphic owned by the user, the value 

shall be determined by the original cost of the street graphic. In the case of a leased street graphic, the 
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value of the street graphic shall be determined by multiplying the periodic payment under the lease 

agreement by the total number of payments remaining due under the lease agreement. 

 

Value of Street Graphic   Time Limit 

Less than $5,000.00 Within 2 years 

$15,001.00 to $15,000.00 Within 3 years 

$15,001.00 to $25,000.00 Within 4 years 

$25,001.00 to $35,000.00 Within 5 years 

$35,001.00 to $45,000.00 Within 6 years 

$45,001.00 or more Within 7 years 

 

Provided, that any street graphic which would be conforming but for the fact that it is a nonconforming 

commercial or industrial use located in an agricultural district or residential district shall be exempt from 

amortization. 

 2. Any street graphic that becomes nonconforming because of an amendment to this chapter 

shall either be removed or made to comply with this chapter as amended, within the amortization period 

provided in this chapter as amended. (Ord. 892 § 5-4, 1991) 

15.44.280 

 

 

Section 15.44.290 Corrective action orders. 

 Whenever the administrator finds, by inspection or otherwise, that any street graphic is in 

violation of this chapter, the administrator shall notify the responsible party (and the owner of the 

property where the violation exists if the responsible party is other than the property owner), and shall 

order appropriate corrective action. 

 A. Contents of Order. The order to take corrective action shall be in writing and shall 

include: 

 1. A description of the premises sufficient for identification; 

 2. A statement indicating the nature of the violation; 

 3. A statement of the remedial action necessary to effect compliance; 

 4. The date by which the violation must be corrected (which may be the same date as the 

date of order where the administrator finds that the street graphic poses an immediate peril to life or 

property); 

 5. A statement that the alleged violator is entitled to confer with the administrator if he or 

she so desires; 

 6. The date by which an appeal of the corrective action order must be filed, and a statement 

of the procedure for so filing; and 

 7. A statement that failure to obey a corrective action order shall result in revocation of the 

street graphic permit, and may result in remedial action by the city. 

 B. Service of Order. A corrective action order shall be deemed properly served upon the 

owner of the offending street graphic if it is: 

 1. Served upon him or her personally; 

 2. Sent by registered mail, return receipt requested, restricted delivery, to his or her last 

known address, which shall be deemed served on date receipted for; or 

 3. By posting in a conspicuous place on the premises where the violation exists. (Ord. 892 § 

5-5, 1991) 

15.44.290 

 

 

Section 15.44.291 Removal of illegal street graphics. 
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 In addition to issuing a citation and proceeding to seek a fine for a violation of any provision of 

this chapter, the Zoning Administrator/Code Enforcement Officer is authorized to revoke any street 

graphic permit in accordance with the procedures established in the proceeding Section 15.44.290 of this 

code.  Maintenance of a sign is unlawful if it is installed and maintained without first having obtained a 

sign permit for the sign in accordance with the requirements of Section 15.44.170 of this code or upon 

revocation of a permit issued under and pursuant of this code. 

 

 Signs installed on public property without a permit and permission of the governmental authority 

who holds and owns the property where the sign is installed are illegal signs and notwithstanding 

anything contained in this code to the contrary, may be summarily removed by the Zoning 

Administrator/Code Enforcement Officer without prior notice to the sign owner. 

 

 Except for illegal signs removed from property under the preceding paragraph of this section of 

this code, illegal signs shall be removed by the person who installed and maintains the same or the owner 

of the property where the sign is installed and maintained.  Upon the failure of the responsible person or 

persons to remove the unlawful sign, the Zoning Administrator/Code Enforcement Officer may cause the 

sign to be removed. 

 

 Notwithstanding the procedures established by Section 15.44.290 of this sign code, the Zoning 

Administrator/Code Enforcement Officer may cause any sign which is an immediate peril to persons or 

property to be repaired or removed summarily and without notice, at the expense of the permittee or the 

owner of the property on which it is located. 

 

 Any expenses incurred by the City for the repair or removal of a dangerous sign or the removal of 

an illegal sign, if not paid within thirty (30) days after the City has issued and delivered a statement 

therefor, shall be a lien upon the real property on which the sign was located.  Notice of the lien may be 

filed by the Zoning Administrator/Code Enforcement Officer in the Office of the Record of Deeds of the 

county where the property on which the sign was located is situated.  The lien may be foreclosed as in 

cases of foreclosure of real estate mortgages or mechanic's liens by the City instituting an action to 

foreclose the lien in the circuit court of the county where the real estate is located. 

 

 The City shall not be responsible for the condition or storage of signs removed as provided herein 

after giving the sign owner and/or the owner of the property on which the removed sign was located a 

twenty (20) day notice and opportunity to retrieve the sign. 
(15.44.291 (Ord. 2144), Added, 02/17/2003, Added new Section 15.44.160.) 

 

 

Section 15.44.300 Complaints. 

 Whenever any violation of this chapter occurs, or is alleged to have occurred, any person may file 

a written complaint on forms provided by the administrator. The administrator shall record such 

complaint, promptly investigate the same and take such remedial action as the administrator deems 

necessary, including issuance of a corrective action order pertaining to the same. (Ord. 892 § 5-6, 1991) 

15.44.300 

 

 

Section 15.44.310 Violations--Penalties. 

 A. Any person who is convicted of a violation of this ordinance shall be 

fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than seven hundred 

fifty dollars ($750.00).  Each day that a violation continues shall be considered a 
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action on the amendment. (Amended during 1997 codification; Ord. 892 § 6-4, 1991) 

 

 

 




