MINUTES OF THE PARK & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA, ILLINOIS
HELD TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2022 IN THE CITY HALL AUDITORIUM
1. CALL TO ORDER
The Park & Recreation Advisory Board meeting of the City of Columbia, Illinois held Tuesday,
January 25, 2022 was called to order by Chairperson Dave Bernhard at 5:15 P.M.
2. ROLL CALL & ESTABLISH QUORUM
Roll was called with the following attendance noted.
Members Present: Dave Bernhard, Sarah Clarke (arrived at 5:27 pm), Lauren Darr, Kara
Lamack, Glenn Melching, Matt Klopmeyer
Members Absent: Kathi Boyer-Edwards, Chris Grode, Becky Hunt
Quorum Present.
City Staff & Officials Present: Scott Dunakey (Director of Community Development), Mary Ellen
Niemietz (Alderman)
Consultant Present: Tyler Waldorf, Shockey Consulting
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes of the Tuesday, October 26, 2021 Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Meeting were
submitted for approval.
Unapproved

MOTION: It was moved by Member Melching and seconded by Member Lamack to approve the
minutes of the Tuesday, October 26, 2021 Park & Recreation Advisory Board meeting as
submitted. Upon a roll call vote, all members present voted yes. MOTION CARRIED 5-0.
4. PUBLIC INPUT
Chairperson Bernhard asked for public input.
No meeting attendees offered comment. Two individuals submitted comments via email, which
were read into the record as follows:
Chairperson Bernhard read correspondence from Mr. Joe Sanders, attached as Exhibit 1
Mr. Dunakey read correspondence from Mr. Bill Seibel, attached as Exhibit 2
5. PARK & RECREATION PLANNING WORK SESSION
Mr. Dunakey introduced Tyler Waldorf, with Shockey Consulting, the consultant that will be
working with the City on the Comprehensive Plan.
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Mr. Waldorf did the presentation on the Engagement & Parks System Planning Overview and
discussed with the Commission and staff, which were summarized in Exhibit 3 - Activity
Responses and Exhibit 4 – Map Notes.
6. ADJOURN
With no further business to discuss, Chairperson Bernhard entertained a motion to adjourn.
MOTION: Motion to adjourn was made by Chairperson Bernhard and seconded by Member
Clarke. Upon a voice vote, all members present voted yes. MOTION CARRIED 6-0.
The meeting adjourned at 7:18 P.M.

Unapproved
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Public Input
1. First observation is don’t build new parks until we have fixed the issues with the current ones.
2. Proper staffing of DOPW to do the job right and empower these workers to take pride in their
work and notice things that are broken or need maintenance to report it and not ignore it.
3. Use the assets we have in hand. For example, a few years ago the city obtained used, but in
great shape playground equipment from Florissant MO that was going to be scrapped. We sent
DOPW workers there to dismantle it and truck back to Columbia. It’s been sitting in the DOPW
storage lot off Rueck Rd behind the laundry now for 3 years. Why can’t it be installed and put to
use in one of our current parks?
4. Finally, the GM&O Trail. Finish Cherry all the way to RT3/S Main.
In 2017 this committee voted to make this the number one parks priority. City council agreed..
Joe is unaware of any plan to finish it in the near future past Centerville Ave
Other items that could use attention:
1. Weed eat more and blow away clippings. It’s not done often enough. The clippings aren’t
blown out of the way. In Meadowridge Park they’re clumped up on the concrete under the
picnic table.
2. Remove “volunteer” trees growing up under “planted” trees in all locations.
3. Fix the gates on the tennis courts on Bolm Schuhkraft Park. They’re bent and missing hardware
and won’t close. Been like this for years.
4. Fix the drainage issues and tire ruts in Meadowridge Park. It’s been an issue for years. Could we
install the stored playground equipment here?
5. “Update” the Creekside pavilion in Legion Park (my note: I think American Legion still owns
this).
6. Task the Parks & Recreation committee to audit each park to address any and all things that
need attention then share with DOPW and follow-up to assure each item is completed.
7. Create a volunteer program or “Adopt a Park” program to take advantage of citizens willing to
give their time to some of these projects. And don’t forget to acknowledge and thank them.

Scott Dunakey
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tyler Waldorf <Tyler@shockeyconsulting.com>
Tuesday, January 25, 2022 5:01 PM
Scott Dunakey
Fwd: Columbia Illinois Parks & Rec Discussion

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you have verified
the sender and know the content is safe. Contact IT with questions or for assistance.

Sent from my iPhone
From: Bill Seibel <BSeibel@lochgroup.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2022 1:34:50 PM
To: Tyler Waldorf <Tyler@shockeyconsulting.com>
Subject: Columbia Illinois Parks & Rec Discussion
Good Afternoon Tyler,
I see you are meeting with the City of Columbia, IL Parks & Recreation Advisory Board to discuss Parks
System Planning.
In March 2013 Columbia adopted a Comprehensive Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan titled “Explore Columbia” into
the 20/20 Comprehensive Master Plan. That plan identifies the GM&O Heritage Trail as a “backbone” to the
alternative transportation plan for Columbia. This trail commemorates the rich history of the former GM&O
Railroad and its role in shaping our community. This RR corridor was completed in 1876 from St. Louis to
Cairo, IL. and through RR growth and mergers it eventually traversed the Midwest from Chicago to the Gulf at
Mobile, AL and St. Louis to Kansas City.
The City website explains the extents of this trail from State Route 3 at South Main to Quarry Road. The city
has owned this RR corridor since 1986 when the RR disbanded and the tracks were removed. To date there is
approx. 0.75 miles (Cherry Street to IL Route 3 at South Main) undeveloped. The completion of this linear park
should be of highest priority.
I appreciate the opportunity to share my thoughts with you and hope that you too see the importance of this
great asset of Columbia.
Thank you,
Former Parks/Rec (Play Commission) member/Chairman
Plan Commission member/Chairman,
Bill Seibel
24 Gall Road
Columbia, IL 62236
618/407-7461

Bill Seibel
Realty Specialist
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Web: http://lochgroup.com

Lochmueller Group
1928 SRA Bradley R Smith Drive, Troy, IL 62294
Email: BSeibel@lochgroup.com
Direct: 618.667.1441
Mobile: 618.791.9007

This e‐mail message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s), and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient(s), please contact the sender by reply e‐mail and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank
you!
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Vision MadLib Activity Responses:
In 25 years, Columbia’s Parks…
…WILL BE INCREDIBLE BECAUSE OF OUR ________
• Diversity of options (lot of different options)
• Wide variety of activities offered
• Interconnected trail & Park System
• Variety of active and passive activities
• Partnership with Metro East Parks District
• Established parks and recreation districts
• Community involvement
…WILL BE KNOWN FOR ________
• Walking trails
• Modern, state-of-the-art playgrounds
• Playgrounds and walking trails
• Inclusive playgrounds (play for all abilities)
• Numerous parks and affordable programming options
• A safe place for all to enjoy
• Creative activities
…WILL BE A COMMUNITY THAT OFFERS ________
• A great space for people of all ages to be outside
• Multiple outdoor play opportunities
• Additional organized offerings
• Wetlands/ natural habitat
• Family-friendly amenities
• Festivals
• Concerts
• Fitness classes
• Outdoor movies
• Organized activities
• Inviting green spaces

Columbia, Illinois
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…PRIORITIZES ________
• Inclusive activities
• Free play in addition to organized play/ sports
• Physical activity
• Outdoor activity
• Accessibility, equity, and inclusion
• Activities
• Children
• Health
• Maintenance and grounds beautification
…ENOURAGES ________
• Families
• Participation
• Physical activity and being outside
• Ownership/ stakeholder of all users
• Health and wellness
• Outdoor activity
• An active lifestyle
• Engagement and ideas from residents
…WILL BE A ________ COMMUNITY
• Safe & well-maintained
• Healthier
• Healthy & active
• Vibrant, active, and healthy
• Inclusive
• Model
…WILL ATTRACT ________ FOR YEARS TO COME.
• More and more users for a healthy lifestyle
• Families, young professionals,
• Empty-nesters, and seniors
• New residents
• Visitors
• Future generations of those who grew up here
• Many people using the parks
• New visitors
WHEN I THINK OF THE FUTURE OF COLUMBIA’S PARKS, I THINK ________.
• Activities for all ages abilities
• A new funding source will be needed to take the parks to the next level and meet
the desires of the community
• Happy, healthy citizens
• Funding to maintain and keep them relevant needs to be prioritized
• A destination community
• Healthy alternatives
• Family outlines and activities

Columbia, Illinois
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•
•

A place with a lot of choices to be active that are used often by residents of the
community & guests
Excitement
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Map Notes
Overall Notes:
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

Social Media Campaign – park of the week (newsletter or quarterly)
o There is a desire to highlight parks and programming to build awareness and
gain public interest
Currently several parks are in floodplain areas, but in order to expand programming
there may be a need for parkland outside of floodplain area.
o For example: There may be restrictions on whether dog parks can be located
in floodplain areas.
Development potential South on Highway 3
o If the City were to expand, the most probable development direction would be
to the southeast of the City along Highway 3 toward Waterloo. Since that
section of the city is underserved in parkland already, there is a need to
incorporate future parkland into park planning and funding mechanisms.
Dog park
o Potential to build dog park behind Bolm-Schuhkraft Park between W. Monroe
St (there is an old Public Works building there with trail/old road access to
Bolm-Sch. Park).
o Other possibility (mentioned below) is at Meadowridge Park.
Regional recreation park/area
o Could the quarry serve as a regional park? Offers unique geographic features
which could support water recreation, mountain biking trails, etc.
o Potential opportunity for collaboration/partnering with Metro East Parks &
Recreation District for funding, etc. if located in St. Clair County vs. Monroe
County
Sustainability focus:
o Desire for sustainability focus in park facilities, amenities, and programming
(e.g., EV charging stations, Green houses & Community Gardens)
Scout Hut— other location?
o Currently located at Metter Park, but not used to full scouting potential so
there are some other properties around town that might make more sense.
o Potential to repurpose Scout Hut property (e.g., depot station)
Depot for rail?
o Discussion about creating a ‘train depot’ for programming and community
events, or as a way to share the history of Columbia.
o Close to Metter Park
o Potential to highlight Columbia History and the rail

o

•
•

Structure could be Scout Hut or potential for property on the back side of
Metter Park (Locust St), where an old trail depot was?
Trails need to be fully accessible
o Consider widths of trails and issues with roots to ensure wheelchair and other
mobility/accessibility needs (e.g., child bike attachments)
Multi-sport complex in Bottoms
o Potential location for regional sports complex
o Challenges:
§ Access since highway interchange was moved
§ Floodplain
§ Development constraints
§ Funding

Park/trail Specific:
GM&O Trail:
• Lighting along GM&O trail is needed for safety and access
• The trail currently stops at Cherry and the portion from Cherry to Centerville is
currently under development. In order to connect beyond that to Main St./Highway 3,
there are issues relating to stormwater (deemed as a dam in FEMA’s floodplain
assessment, so any work that goes on there is treated as dam/stormwater mitigation)
• Physical constraints: Big culverts that would need to be replaced & private property
on the other side.
American Legion Memorial Park:
• Enhance connection to GM&O trail to improve safety and connectivity, especially to
close-by Metter Park
• There is parking needed for baseball field tournament events
• Field across the baseball fields (on Memorial Dr), is marked for development and City
was gifted 2 acres. This is potential for additional parking to address parking needs. If
this is developed for parking, there are safety concerns for walking across to baseball
fields, walking to playground, and GM&O trail accessibility. Could also be an area for
additional park facilities/amenities.
• During tournaments, Memorial Dr is a one-way street, so safety and traffic flow
should be considered with future plans.
Bolm-Schuhkraft Memorial Park
• For Songs4Soldiers, the City currently brings in a stage on the baseball field.
Topography near the high school presents a potential natural slope for amphitheater.
Meadowridge Park
• Residents are unfamiliar with this park (most of advisory board didn’t know it
existed). Currently has disc-golf but there is potential to connect to Admiral Trost
Park to increase access.
• Issue: in floodplain
• Is there any opportunity for some dog park/play area at that park?
• Playground equipment is outdated and needs to be replaced/renovated.
Admiral Trost Park:
• Potential area for multiuse fields, which would serve as another location for
community events (Songs4Soldiers, etc.)
• Need to evaluate funding opportunities to realize inclusive playground plan

Metter Memorial Park:
• Currently needs better connections to nearby GM&O Trail as well as American Legion
Park.
• Should the City consider acquiring the private property around the park (residences
and commercial property on the other side of the tennis courts) if they were to be put
on the market for sale?
• Currently where they do FestiFall: So is there more space needed? How to maximize
use of space.
Regional Thoughts:
• Potential for trail to connect Columbia to Waterloo
Park Serve Mapping index:
https://parkserve.tpl.org/mapping/index.html?CityID=1715833

